Roosevelt Basketball Alliance Meeting

November 8, 2004

7:00 p.m.

Location:  Lincoln High School, Room 225

Minutes 

The minutes from last month’s meeting were approved with the following correction:


Chase Young is Head Coach of the JV Team;


Zach is Head Coach of the Freshman/Sophomore Team.

Coach’s Update/Uniform Update – Bart Brandenburg

The team has ordered new uniforms costing approximately $4,000.00.  This cost is being covered by the Athletic Boosters in light of the fact that most of our old uniforms seem to have been misplaced with the combination of the coaching change and building move.  The Athletic Boosters are seeking reimbursement from the school.  If you did locate a uniform at your home in response to the email sent out, please return it to Bart.  Unfortunately, the new uniforms will not arrive in time for team pictures on 11/23/04.  The Alliance ordered and paid for warm-ups for the Varsity Team and coach’s clothing.

There will be a new policy in place for assigning uniforms this year.  Uniforms will be inventoried and each player will be assigned uniforms and will have to sign for them.  If not returned or if lost, the player will be charged the price of replacing them, which could be double the original price, as we would not be able to take advantage of the volume discount given when ordering as a team.

Practice gear has also been ordered and will also be provided at a cost of $100.00 per player.  The team will be selling Gold Cards as a fundraiser to defray this cost.  (More on this to follow.)

Athletic Trainer, Tim Madsen, came to the after school conditioning on Monday, November 8th.  He ran the boys through a workout at no charge to the team.  Coach Brandenburg would like to hire him to do 1 or 2 follow-ups if funds can be located.  There was discussion regarding the possibility of having him provide us with a suggested team conditioning schedule or possibly training the coaches to run a conditioning program.

Team Tryouts will be Monday, November 15th and Tuesday the 16th.  The first cut will be on Tuesday with a 2nd cut to follow on Thursday the 18th.  The team will be in place by Saturday the 20th.  Coach expects 60 to 80 players to turnout for tryouts.

There will be a parents meeting Saturday, 11/20 at 4:00 p.m. to allow the Coach to meet all of the parents, distribute the parent handbook, and answer any questions.  The meeting will be in The Commons at the school if we have access to the building on Saturday.  If not, the meeting will be in the gym.  An announcement will be sent out confirming the location.

Treasurer’s Report – Lindy reporting for Gayle
The Alliance will not be refunding the $300.00 to the Girls Basketball program as reported in last month’s meeting.  This amount will be put toward their portion of the printing costs for the Basketball Season Program.  Lindy has procured ads already amounting to over $600.00 and would like to strongly urge each parent to either place a player ad or procure at least one business ad.  The programs will be ready by the 12/17/04 game.  The last day to send ads to Lindy is 12/3/04.

Concession Sales—Kendall Aberg

The boys team is signed up to cover the concession stand for 2 shifts during the quad game on January 14, 2004.  This way, we can work during the girls’ games and still be able to watch our boys play.  The shifts are 3:30 – 5:00 and 6:30 – 8:00 and at least two parents are needed per shift.  Parents who are willing to volunteer should email Lindy Odland at:  lindyace1961@aol.com or Kendall Aberg at:  aberg22@comcast.net.
Green and Gold Night—Kendall Aberg
Kendall, Bart, Lindy, and Tonya Britt-Kelley met to come up with ideas to revamp Green and Gold Night.  Bart would like it to be more of a fundraiser than it has been in the past, as well as being fun.  There will be an Alumni Game and a Faculty Game with the boys’ and girls’ teams each playing 2 quarters.  The girls’ team will be joining us for Green and Gold Night for the first time this year.

Lots of ideas for the program are being considered:  Bart may want to run it more like a Hoopfest with competitions beginning earlier that week with the finals being on Green and Gold Night.  There will be crowd interaction, contests, prizes and most likely a raffle.

Lindy is working on getting the concessions for the night donated through the soft drink company, as well as banners possibly.  Lindy and Tonya are working on food donations with the goal of having all concessions for the night donated.

Chris Wight brought up the idea of ordering RHS Basketball T-shirts to sell as well.  After discussion, the Alliance has agreed to purchase 100 shirts initially and more if they sell well.  We may also look at ordering hats.  There was discussion about the possibility of using the T-shirt sales to help lower the price of student admission for all games to $2.00—an issue that the Athletic Boosters are looking at as well.

Peter Dukes and Kip Cramer are working on getting alumni players for Green and Gold Night.  Ben Snowden has selected the players to be inducted to the Wall of Fame.

Gold Card Sales—Lindy Odland
Lindy and Bart met with Varsity Gold, Inc. and committed each player to sell 20 Gold Cards.  These cards are purchased for $10.00 and offer discounts and/or free services at area merchants.  The team gets ½ the price of each card sold.  The cards will be numbered and signed out to players on 11/23/04.  At the end of the sale on 12/11/04, we return any unsold cards with a check for ½ the profit of the ones sold.  Each player is responsible for keeping track of the cards assigned to them and payment for any lost ones.  The money from the sale will go to offset the cost of the practice gear for each player.

Family Handbook Update—Barb Hancock
The handbook is ready with the exception of team rosters, practice schedule and game schedule.  This will be handed out at the parent meeting on 11/20/04.  The new uniform policy will be inserted, as well as a volunteer solicitation form.  Barb volunteered to call parents and follow up with those who don’t return the form.

Confirmation of Game/Practice Schedule—Bart Brandenburg
Bart discussed his policy on attending practices.  He expects every player to attend every practice and each missed practice will result in a missed game—this policy will apply to every player.  Family vacations will not be excused.  Bart does not, however, want players who are too sick to attend school to come to practice, nor should they attend if they have a fever.

Bart also gave an update on player eligibility:  David Grant is eligible to play, Chris Chase is a 5th year senior from Shorecrest who is working on gaining eligibility to play through the WIAA.  Ike Brooks, who played in the fall league has not yet been granted admission to Roosevelt—he is still on the waiting list.  Marcus Bickham played in the fall league and is attending Roosevelt.

Bart again talked about organizing team activities outside of games and practices.  He would like to start a culture of basketball at RHS that will attract good players to the school. 

