



Tuesday, March 08, 2005, 12:00 A.M. Pacific 
Plenty to look forward to at the 4A tournaments 
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Sideline Smitty / Craig Smith

Q: What are you looking forward to seeing at the Class 4A state tournaments this week? 

A: A lot. Interesting things are popping up like prairie dogs in the boys tournament, and this might be the best girls field ever. It should be a lively week. My list: 

• Future Pac-10 players Jon Brockman (Washington) of Snohomish and Marcus Williams (Arizona) of Roosevelt. Brockman seemed to will his team to state. Williams' team might make the championship game. 

• Angie Bjorklund, a 5-foot-11 sophomore for University High School of Spokane. Best girl in the state? That's what some folks are saying. 

• Isaiah Thomas. The 5-8 Curtis sophomore is averaging 26 points. 

• The first-round boys showdown between Roosevelt and South Kitsap. 

• What looks like the inevitable Garfield-Meadowdale girls quarterfinal game Thursday. 

• The crazy Inglemoor rooting section that includes the "Naked Vikings" student group. No one can top the Kenmore kids in school spirit. 

• The Roosevelt band. Good sound, plus the musicians swing their instruments back and forth, up and down with precision. I'm amazed no one gets whacked in the head. I also always look forward to the Garfield band because this outfit doesn't follow the musical pack in what it plays. 

• The Bethel boys team. The Braves, semifinalists last year, have a pair of 6-8 inside men in Brandon Moore and Alex Tiefenthaler, plus all-league guard James Sutton and a UCLA football recruit, Jamil Turner. They are the team to beat in the bottom half of the bracket. 

• Monroe's 6-6 center Kirsten Thompson. The Arizona State recruit just served a two-game suspension for a hair-pulling incident. Her behavior will be under a microscope. 

Q: What was going on with Phil Lumpkin declaring his O'Dea basketball players "off-limits" for interviews until after the championship game of last week's 3A state tournament? 

A: Lumpkin said after his Irish won the state championship that he was trying to protect the players from the "distractions" of the media. He denied that the gag order was in response to The Seattle Times not including Mitch Johnson on the five-man Star Times all-area boys team. Of course, he could have said that during the week when asked but never did. Lumpkin delegated assistant coaches to talk to the media after games Thursday and Friday. 

Lumpkin, a former NBA player, is one of the best high-school basketball coaches in state history. With his fourth state title, he is in rarified air with former Garfield coach Al Hairston (five), former Renton coach Irv Leifer (four) and Mercer Island's Ed Pepple (four). 

Talking to the media if you are a big-city high-school coach is a walk in the park. Reporters really don't care who wins and just want information, insight and a couple of good quotes so they can write better stories. 

Media sessions for pro and college coaches are different because there can be sharks in the waters. Columnists and critics can be eager to pounce on misstatements or criticize the coach. 

Players from every other team at state talked to the media during the tournament, and the freshness of teenage athletes is part of the charm of schoolboy sports. Dealing with the media can be a confidence-building experience for kids. 

The O'Dea players who would have been most sought — Cornell-bound Conor Mullen and Stanford-bound Johnson — are bright guys who would have kept their feet out of their mouths. 

Unfortunately, the "ban" looks like it could be contagious. Monroe's girls team denied a request to interview its players this week. 

Regarding Johnson not making the five-man Star Times team, this was a season highlighted by the Super Six, a group of high-profile boys seniors thought to be the best recruiting class in Seattle-area history. Johnson was one of them. Narrowing the team to five players was a difficult, split decision. 

We picked the team the old-fashioned way — we sat in a room and argued. I voted for Johnson and lost. I mentioned his 2004 state-tournament MVP award, basketball smarts, "team-first" attitude, sportsmanship, clutch play and good stats. But with this year's crop, which included a record three local McDonald's All-Americans, Johnson was like Ted Williams in 1941 when he batted .406 but didn't win the MVP award because Joe DiMaggio had the 56-game hitting streak. 

And how about a little sympathy for Garrison Carr of Issaquah, too? He didn't make the team, either, despite scoring more than 2,000 career points. Carr is the reason Issaquah won two KingCo titles and got to state three of his four years. 

Q: What do you think of the switch to three-man officiating this year in some leagues and at state tournaments? 

A: I've come to like it. My initial concern was that more fouls would be whistled, but with good refs that hasn't been the case. The best thing it has done is eliminate "guess" calls where an official wasn't in perfect position but knew a foul had been committed and felt obligated to blow a whistle. In three-man officiating, someone is usually in position to see everything, and that includes push-offs away from the ball that used to go undetected. 
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